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   The Sovereign Prerogative

A number of years  ago, I  was  a  partner in a  rea l  es tate development. The project was  the
renovation of a  his toric bui lding. At the time, there were s igni ficant tax incentives  for such
projects , which was  a  major motivator. My role was  both an investor and managing partner. As
the managing partner I  had a  major influence on the project vis ion, plan, and execution. I
sought to fa i thful ly and di l igently execute the plan, which included seeking counsel  from rea l
estate profess ionals . From my perspective, I  did everything correctly and according to plan, but
the resul ts  were not according to plan. No matter what I  tried, I  could not get the project to
produce a  pos i tive cash flow. I  was  frustrated and confused. What had I  done wrong?

This  conundrum is  not unique to me. Most, i f not vi rtua l ly everyone, ei ther has  experienced, or
wi l l  at some point experience, the rea l i ty of doing everything seemingly correctly, but not
getting the expected resul ts .

To understand this  phenomenon, we must understand how God and his  universe work.
Genera l ly, God works  through the timeless  universa l  principles  he created to govern the
natura l  world. But there are exceptions—times  when God does  things  that seemingly violate
natura l  laws  in some way, such as , turning water in wine (John 2), multiplying food (Matthew
14), ra is ing the dead (John 11), ca lming s torms  (Mark 4), parting seas  (Exodus  14), and making
the sun s tand s ti l l  (Joshua 10). These examples  i l lus trate that God i s  not deis tic; he i s
engaged with his  creation and wi l l  even trump his  own laws  according to his  sovereign
purpose.

In my conundrum, did I  experience a  s i tuation where God exercised his  sovereign prerogative?
And i f so, what might have triggered the divine prerogative?

My hypothes is  i s  that when natura l  explanations  do not expla in rea l i ty, then ei ther we don’t
ful ly understand the natura l  laws  at work in the s i tuation or God has  exercised his  prerogative
to, in some way, trump natura l  laws  to accompl ish his  purpose.

As  to what might trigger the exercise of the divine prerogative, I  think there are three major
reasons  to cons ider: the wrong motive of man, to introduce people to Chris t, and to faci l i tate
maturi ty in people.

The fi rs t reason i s  the motive of man, speci fica l ly, the wrong motive of man. In the s tory of the
Tower of Babel  (Genes is  11), the project sponsors  seemingly did a l l  the right things . For
example, they had a  sound plan, excel lent leadership, uni fied teams, effective
communication, the right location, and the correct technology. Everything seemed to be going
wel l , and then God exercised his  prerogative. He confused their communication by changing
the language of the participants  so they could no longer understand one another. Scripture
does  not provide speci fic deta i l s  as  to how God did this , but we don’t have a  plaus ible
explanation based on natura l  laws  so i t appears  to have been divine intervention. We do
know, however, the reason why God intervened. The motive of the project leaders  was  sel f-
glori fi cation. Sel f-glori fi cation i s  a  symptom of pride and God detests  the proud (Proverbs  16:5).
However, God forbears  and a l lows  proud people to continue in their pride for a  time to give
them an opportunity to repent, but when people do not repent his  forbearance wi l l  end and
judgment wi l l  come (2 Peter 3:9). Motives  are important to God and there i s  only one right

motive—to glori fy God.

The second reason for divine intervention i s  to introduce people to Chris t. Early in his  l i fe, Saul
of Tarsus  was  a  zea lous  rel igious  man who did not know Chris t. It appears  that God exercised
his  divine prerogative to supernatura l ly ambush Saul  whi le he was  on his  way to arrest
fol lowers  of Jesus . Saul ’s  experience defied natura l  explanation, so most l ikely i t was  a  divine
intervention intended to introduce Saul  to Chris t.

The thi rd major reason for divine intervention i s  to faci l i tate maturi ty in people. Joseph was
sold by his  jea lous  brothers  into s lavery in a  foreign land. Later they were reunited during a
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 sold by his  jea lous  brothers  into s lavery in a  foreign land. Later they were reunited during a
famine. At that time, Joseph was  the second highest ruler in Egypt—the only country prepared
for the famine. Joseph became the savior of his  own fami ly. The events  of Joseph’s  l i fe were
used to mature and prepare him for his  destiny; i t i s  di ffi cul t to expla in how these could have
happened without divine intervention. Joseph himsel f noted this  rea l i ty (Genes is  50:20). This
i l lus trates  one of God’s  objectives , that i s , to faci l i tate maturi ty in Chris t for those who know
the Lord (Ephes ians  4:11–16).

Maturi ty i s  the process  of transformation from our natura l  fa l len s tate in which we are focused
on doing our wi l l  according to our ways  to a  s tate of doing God’s  wi l l  according to God’s  ways .
In 1 Corinthians  3, the apostle Paul  admonishes  the bel ievers  in Corinth for their fa i lure to
mature in Chris t. Given that maturi ty in Chris t i s  the wi l l  of God for every bel iever and that God
is  a  loving Father, i t i s  not surpris ing that he uses  his  divine prerogative to set up scenarios
that wi l l  faci l i tate transformation in us  and therefore growth and maturi ty in Chris t.

I  was  a  bel iever at the time I  developed the aforementioned project, but my motive for doing
the project was  suspect. My motive was  to make money—a lot of money. Looking back, I  now
recognize that I  was  an idolater—a mammon worshipper. Mammon i s  an Engl i sh derivative of
the Greek word mammonas. Mammon refers  to money. Jesus  made i t clear that humans  do not

have the power to worship God and mammonas . It i s  imposs ible (Luke 16:13). If you worship
money, you do not worship God and therefore you are idolater.

It was  a  sobering, convicting moment to rea l i ze that I  was  an idolater, even though I  was  a
church leader and Bible teacher.

If your primary motive in l i fe i s  to make money, you are a  mammon worshipper. The only correct
motive to do anything in l i fe i s  to glori fy God, that i s , to l ive according to his  wi l l  and ways
(Matthew 4:4). This  means  that the primary reason to work i s  because God has  di rected you to
work. Making money i s  a  secondary cons ideration.

In addition to responding to my wrong motive, God used this  rea l  es tate project to give me an
opportunity to mature in Chris t, which i s  what I  rea l ly needed. To do this , I  had to cast off
mammon worship and ful ly embrace Chris t as  the centering point of my l i fe. Indeed, i t was  this
project that was  a  major factor in throwing my l i fe into chaos  so that God could rebui ld i t
based on Chris t.

The Lord used this  rea l  es tate project to reveal  major spi ri tua l  problems in my l i fe. It was  a
very loving act on his  part to not a l low me to continue to succeed—although up to that time I
had been financia l ly success ful . I  needed to be s topped and the heavenly Father gracious ly
exercised his  prerogative to dis rupt his  natura l  laws  enough to cause me to repent. This  i s  rea l
love.

This  experience was  a  major learning opportunity for me. I  began to understand root i s sues
and how ul timately everything in the tangible world i s  a  mani festation of underlying spi ri tua l
rea l i ty. Sound spi ri tua l  rea l i ty leads  to bless ings . Unsound spi ri tua l  rea l i ty leads  to judgment.
Mammon worship and immaturi ty in Chris t are unsound spi ri tua l  rea l i ties . The worship of
Chris t i s  the only sound spi ri tua l  rea l i ty.

The next time you experience unexpla ined resul ts , look deeper. Cons ider the poss ibi l i ty that
God might be exercis ing his  sovereign prerogative. Examine your motives . Cons ider the
poss ibi l i ty that you don’t rea l ly know Chris t. Or cons ider the poss ibi l i ty that you need to
mature in Chris t. These are the matters  that are important to God. And he uses  the tangible
world as  a  venue to cha l lenge people into a l ignment with his  wi l l  and ways .

May we have the grace to recognize the rea l  root i s sues  of l i fe and how to properly respond so
that we can s top l iving to do our wi l l  according to our ways  and begin l iving to do his  wi l l
according to his  ways .
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